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FACULTY NEWS

Dr. Allen Henderson recently traveled to Lisbon, Portugal where he
made two presentations at the World Choral Expo of the International
Federation of Choral Music. His sessions were titled: 21st Century State
of the Art Tools That Work in the Choral Setting and Promoting a Perfect
Partnership: Choral Directors and Voice Teachers.
Georgia Southern music professor receives 2 national awards
This summer, two national organizations recognized Allen
Henderson, DMA., professor of music in Georgia Southern’s Fred and
Dinah Gretsch School of Music, with prestigious awards for his significant
role in the voice industry.

The Voice Foundation presented Henderson with the 2022 VERA (Voice
Education Research Awareness) Award for his “outstanding contributions
to the field of voice” on June 3 in Philadelphia as part of the foundation’s
annual symposium. The award honors unique leaders who have
enhanced appreciation for the human voice, as well as to recognize those
who have a dedication to excellence, education or mentorship. The award
also acknowledges role models in voice use and advancement.
In the gala award presentation, Voice Foundation Chair Robert Sataloff
commended Henderson’s “steadfast commitment” to the education and
health of the singing community, as well as his “meaningful
collaborations” and “unassuming yet deft leadership.”
Henderson has been a major contributor to both the Voice Foundation
and National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) for decades. In
addition to his academic appointment, he has served as executive
director of NATS since 2008, and prior to his current appointment, was
involved with the organization for 15 years.
Sataloff said Henderson has led NATS with “quiet, collaborative and
considered wisdom.”
NATS is the world’s largest professional association of voice and
collaborative pianists with more than 7,000 members in the United States,
Canada, and more than 35 other countries. Members represent all music
styles and work in independent studios, community schools, elementary
and secondary schools, higher education, or in the medical field.
As a professor, Henderson has taught voice, foreign language diction,
opera, choral techniques, choral literature, song literature and directed
choirs. He also has served as music department chair at Austin Peay and
Georgia Southern. He has appeared in concert, opera, and oratorio
across the country as a baritone soloist, and he has won or been a finalist
in multiple prominent singing competitions.
The Voice Foundation chair also praised Henderson’s efforts to integrate
the worlds of voice science and voice pedagogy, and he commended the
way Henderson incorporated expert opinion and guidance into thoughtful
policy decisions. He highlighted Henderson’s extraordinary leadership
during the global pandemic, emphasizing how NATS promoted policy
grounded in science and that prioritized the health and safety of all
singers.
“He created a series of NATS webinars to support stressed and distraught
teachers and singers everywhere, as well as the #FightTheFatigue

Campaign to advocate for good physical and mental health,” Sataloff said.
“His leadership throughout his tenure, and especially during recent
challenging times, has been exemplary and should set an example for all
of us.”
Henderson did not know he would be receiving the VERA award.
“I am honored and humbled,” Henderson said. “It was a total surprise for
this distinguished body to recognize me for my work. Congrats to my
fellow awardees rock legend Jon Bon Jovi, baritone Vladimir Chernov,
and Brazilian broadcaster William Bonner who have all given so much to
the professional voice community.”
Henderson extended his thanks to his inner circle and colleagues.
“Especially in the field of professional voice, no one is an island,”
Henderson said. “No one can do it alone. My partner in life Ann
Henderson and my children are my bedrock and continue to bless my life
in so many ways. I am likewise blessed to work and serve alongside a
hardworking board and staff at NATS full of incredible leaders, including
President Carole Blankenship, who have empowered me to represent
them and build the partnership networks that allowed us to literally save
thousands and thousands of lives during the pandemic. Few bonds have
been longer or stronger over the decades than those of NATS and the
Voice Foundation. Thank you Dr. Robert Sataloff for your visionary
leadership, Maria Russo who ‘keeps the lights on’ at the Voice Foundation
offices, and the Board of the Foundation for this award, which is truly a
highlight of my career.”
On July 5, Henderson was surprised with a second award — the
inaugural NATS IMPACT Award — during the association’s 57th national
conference in Chicago.
The NATS Board of Directors presented Henderson with the IMPACT
Award for his exceptional and unwavering dedication to the organization,
and for the significant impact his leadership, initiative, and achievements
has made on the association.
As part of the award, organizers created a tribute video featuring industry
colleagues, Georgia Southern students from Henderson’s voice studio at
Georgia Southern, as well as fellow association members.
NATS President Carol Blankenship was one of many who congratulated
him in the video.
“Here’s to you, Allen!” Blankenship said. “You are so deserving of this
award. During my time as president, which has coincided with the
pandemic, you have been an inspiration for this organization and for
singers all over the world. You have been diligent. You have not been

reactive. You’ve been thoughtful, and careful, and led teachers and all
those who work in the voice community through this difficult time. You’re
always there for NATS and for the voice community. Thank you for all you
do for NATS, and all of us who come in contact with you. Thank you for
connecting us to others who are not in NATS and thank you for all that
you have given to this organization and continue to give. Congratulations,
Allen.”
Additionally, the association has raised more than $15,000 in the new
NATS IMPACT Award fund, with a goal of $20,000, in honor of
Henderson. He will have the opportunity to designate these dollars to a
NATS project of his choosing.

Kristen Spiridon - professor of clarinet, signed on as a Chedeville
Endorsing Artist, making this her third performing artist endorsement in
addition to Buffet Crampon and Rice Clarinet Works. Kristen's artist page
can be found below.
https://chedeville.com/artist/kristen-spiridon/

Professors Carolyn Bryan and Tim Kintzinger, alumni David
Arambulo, Sergio Arreguin, Lindy Sykes, and Beth Taylor, and
students Chris Angel, LJ Hollingsworth, and Serenity Salser were
instructors for the Bulloch County Schools' Fast Start for beginning band.
New instrumental students from Portal, Brooklet, and Statesboro met at
Statesboro High School on Saturday 27 September to learn how to
assemble and care for their instruments and to make their first sounds.

COMING EVENTS

The Georgia Southern Jazz Ensemble, directed by Dr. Rick Mason,
has once again accepted an invitation to perform at the Savannah Jazz
Festival this year. This is the 5th year the Jazz Ensemble has received
an invitation to perform at this internationally acclaimed jazz festival. The
performance is scheduled for Sunday, Sept 25 at 4:00PM at the Georgia
Southern University Fine Arts Hall,11935 Abercorn St. Admission is free
and open to the public.
Following the Festival performance, the Jazz Ensemble is scheduled to
present their first Statesboro PAC concert of the semester on Thursday,
Sept 29 at 7:30 PM. This concert is free and open to the public.

Please join the Georgia Southern Jazz Ensemble for our first official
concert of the semester. Repertoirefor this performance includes works

from Sammy Nestico, Tom Kubis, Erik Morales, Thad Jones, Phil Kelly,
Joe Henderson, and Oscar Hammerstein II. This free concert is Thursday,
September 29 at 7:30 PM in the Performing Arts Center on the
Statesboro campus.

The Georgia Southern University Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music will present
"Strings in Autumn," as the season opener of the Georgia Southern Symphony String
Camerata, conducted by Dr. Steven Elisha on Sunday, October 2, at 2:30 PM in the Carol
A. Carter Recital Hall, Statesboro Campus. The program includes Edvard Grieg's Holberg
Suite, Antonio Vivaldi's "Autumn Concerto" from the Four Seasons and J. S. Bach's Double
Concerto in C Minor for violin and cello (originally written for 2 harpsichords and later for
oboe and violin). Dr. Larisa Elisha, Georgia Southern Violin professor, is featured in the
Vivaldi and Bach Concerti, together with cellist Dr. Steven Elisha and Dr. Jonathan
Murphy, harpsichord-continuo. The concert is free and open to the public.

The Holberg Suite, Op. 40, more properly From Holberg's Time (Norwegian: Fra Holbergs
tid), subtitled "Suite in olden style" (Norwegian: Suite i gammel stil), is a suite of
five movements based on18th-Century dance forms, written by Edvard Grieg in 1884 to
celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of Dano-Norwegian humanist playwright
Ludvig Holberg (1684–1754). Originally composed for the piano, Grieg adapted it himself a
year later for string orchestra. The suite consists of an introduction and a set of dances. It
exemplifies nineteenth-century music which makes use of musical styles and forms from
the preceding century.

Vivaldi's "Autumn" Concerto is from The Four Seasons, which are part of a collection of
twelve concertos entitled, “Il Cimento dell’Armonia e dell’Inventione.” ”There are four
sonnets that go with each of the concertos of the Four Seasons, which lay out the program
in the music.

The music of the Autumn concerto follows the story in the

sonnet quite closely. After the Villanelle dance is introduced in the first
movement, the rest of the movement is a technical display for the solo

violinist where the notes depict the drunken revelry of the country people,
ending with them falling asleep.The whole second movement is a
prolonged, peaceful nap.The third movement tells the story of a hunt, in
two voices. First, the whole orchestra plays the hunting motif,
representing the hunters. Then, the solo violin part narrates the hunt from
the point of view of the hunted animal. The music depicts rifles firing and
dogs barking, The hunt motif comes back again and again, and the solo
part becomes more and more animated and technically dazzling, as it
tells the story of the fleeing animal and its eventual capture and demise.
Johann Sebastian Bach’s Double Concerto in C minor, BWV 1060, has
been transcribed and adapted for violin and cello by Dr. Steven Elisha.
Often featured as a concerto for two harpsichords, it is said to have
originated in the second half of the 1730’s as an arrangement of an earlier
concerto for oboe and violin, also in C minor. That original version of the
concerto, which may have been composed in Bach's Köthen years
(1717–1723), is lost, but has been reconstructed in several versions
known as BWV 1060R.

Dr. David Murray, Professor of Music in the Fred and Dinah Gretsch
School of Music, will present a faculty recital on October 4, 2022 at 7:30
PM in the Carol. A Carter Recital Hall. The recital will consist of works that

recently appeared on his award-winning recording of sonatas by C. P. E.
Bach and W. F. Bach. This recital is free and open to the public.

On Thursday, October 13 at 7:30 PM, the Fred and Dinah Gretsch School
of Music Keyboard Area will present their Fall 2022 Keyboard Area
Recital, Piano Music of Asia. Featuring piano compositions by Chinese
and Japanese composers, this recital will feature performances by GSU

piano students and piano ensembles. This recital is free and open to the
public.

Solon Pierce will present a piano recital on October 25, 2022 at 7:30 PM
in the Carol A. Carter Recital Hall. This recital is free and open to the
public.

For a complete schedule of event please go to
Gretsch School of Music websites
https://cah.georgiasouthern.edu/music/calendar-of-events/statesborocampus-concert-season/
https://cah.georgiasouthern.edu/music/calendar-of-events/armstrongcampus-concert-season/

SUPPORT THE
GRETSCH SCHOOL OF MUSIC

The Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music embraces the legacy of
more than a century of music-making at Georgia Southern University. We
need you to be a part of the continuation and expansion of this tradition of
excellence.
You can support the faculty, students, staff, and mission of the Gretsch
School of Music with your gift by visiting the Georgia Southern Foundation
(https://advancement.georgiasouthern.edu/giving/) and designating your
gift for Fund GS0077 (Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music).
The faculty, staff, and students of the Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of
Music thank you!
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